Asking Questions

When developing questions for any type of study, ask a variety of questions.  Don’t limit your questions to only those to which you know the answer.  

1. Closed-ended or knowledge questions.  I refer to these as content questions that can be answered directly from the reading.  Some may require a little more work than others may, but all can be answered from the reading.  Thus, all participants should arrive at the same answer.

These questions involve everyone.  Each person can be assured that they will have the “right” answer.  Also, these questions can guide people through the reading.  The following would be examples of closed-ended questions:

Who was Abraham’s wife?

What did God tell Lot to do?

How many sons did Jacob have?

What does the name Beersheba mean?

Can you find where Sodom was located?

2. Analysis questions.  These questions ask the reader to analyze the material and then to restate the answer in their own words.  These questions check for reading comprehension.  They give you a good idea if people are understanding what they are reading.  It also gives them the ability to state what they have learned in their own words.  This gives them a better ability to retain and understand the material.
These questions are similar to knowledge questions, but they require a more involved answer.  Most knowledge questions can be answered with a few words.  These questions require a more involved answer.

The following are some examples:

What happened on the first day of creation?  The second?  Etc.

Why was God going to destroy Sodom?

Why did God ask Jonah to go to Ninevah?

What happened once Jonah boarded the ship?

3. Open-ended or multiple answer questions.  These questions require the reader to go beyond just what they have read.  The answer will not be found directly in the reading.  Instead, the reading will lead to or suggest an answer.  These questions require the reader to make a judgment, reach a conclusion, place themselves in the situation, or go beyond what is just said.

You need to be careful with these questions.  Even though these questions do not have just one answer as the closed-ended questions, you want to have an idea as to what the answer should or might be.  

These questions can spark discussion, which is what you want.  You want to be sure that your questions guide the discussion based upon the answer and not the question.  Therefore, be ready because you can get some interesting answers.  Some of these questions would be as follows:

What would make Jonah think he could run from the LORD?

How do you think Ishmael felt when Isaac was born?

What do you think of Abraham’s decision to give his wife away?  Please explain.
Why do you think it took Jonah three days to repent and agree to go to Ninevah?

What was Ninevah like during Jonah’s time?

4. Personal application questions.  These questions take the text and make it personal.  They require the reader to apply what has been read.  These are important questions because they ask you to apply the scriptures or material to our present situation.  These questions require one to become vulnerable so they can be a little intimidating.

Don’t ask questions you are not willing to answer.  These questions would look something like the following:

Have you ever run from the LORD as Jonah did?

How would you feel if God sent you to Iran with a message of repentance?

How does God speak to you?
In what way are we like Jonah?

Can you think of some things that you were not able to see until God opened your eyes?

5. Evaluation or judgment questions.  These questions ask the reader to evaluate what they have read or to judge actions or situations.  Be careful.  We do not want to pass judgment on people, but we can evaluate their actions.  These also are personal questions in that they require those involved to answer from their perspective.  

Also, you want to be careful that these questions do not begin arguments.  People can disagree, and that is fine.  The goal of these questions is to encourage people to apply God’s wisdom to situations.  Unless the answer is way off base (i.e.  Jesus is not the only way to salvation.), let the answers guide the discussion.
Some examples would be as follows:

What do you think of the Pharisees who wanted to kill Jesus?

What do you think of Jonah when he ran from God?

Do you think Lot was a righteous man?
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