Devotional Study

This method does not utilize the other Bible study tools as much as other methods.  This method involves studying a single scripture or passage and allowing the Holy Spirit to lead you into greater insights and understanding.  Because this method can “happen” at any time, I suggest you always have a journal with you to record what you learn


This method involves just a few steps but can yield great results.

1. Pray for the Holy Spirit to open the scriptures to you.  Then, be ready  for the Holy Spirit to “tap” you on the shoulder and say, “Look more closely at this passage.”

2. Read the verse or verses several times.  You might read different versions if you feel led to do so.  Meditate or think about the verse or passage.  Look at the surrounding verses for proper context.
3. Record your initial reactions.  As you write, be ready for the Holy Spirit to lead you into greater understanding.  Flow in this revelation.

4. Ask yourself some basic questions: who, what, when, how, where, why?  Asking the right questions is often the key to gaining further insight.  Remember, if the Holy Spirit brings up the questions, the Holy Spirit will lead you into the answers.
5. At this point, if you feel led, use your concordance or commentaries to glean further understanding.

6. Summarize what you have learned and be ready to share your insights.  Note, all that you learn must align itself with the scriptures as a whole.

7. Finally, and most important, how are you going to apply what you have learned to your life.  Make this practical and doable.  Share with someone and ask that person to hold you accountable.

Scriptures:


Hosea 4:2


Philippians 4:19


Psalm 85:10


John 3:16-17

